This week, I’d like to introduce two new stores in downtown Olympia to make your home more charming and comfortable.
einmaleins (literally “one by one”) is located at 121 State Ave NE.  Opened on 9/1/07, they carry some of the best in “modern European lifestyle products for home, kitchen and road”.  In their bright and airy store you’ll find beautifully crafted dishware, light fixtures, books, kitchen tools, calendars and postcards.  No cuckoo clocks or beer steins, this is contemporary European design which melds form to function. German engineering is legendary and from the same country that brought you BMW autos and Henkel knives are the kitchen tools of WMF.  WMF is so concerned with the quality of their products that they’ve patented their own stainless steel.  Einmaleins also carries messenger bags from Freitag.  These bags are made entirely from used truck tarpaulins, bicycle inner tubes, car seat belts and used airbags…and they’re waterproof.  Einmaleins is open Tuesday through Saturday 10 to 7 and Sunday Noon to 5.  Their website is www.1x1olympia.com.
510Interiors is located at 510 Columbia St SW.  After years as a sales rep for flooring materials, Richard has opened 510Interiors on 8/4/07 to help “make green mainstream”.  510Interiors carries a wide variety of finish materials for your home or business.  In addition to providing both commercial and residential interior design services, 510Interiors has access to low water use plumbing, low VOC paints and other “green” products but where they really shine is in flooring.  They carry the largest selection of wool carpeting in the area.  You can see porcelain tiles (harder and more durable than ceramics) and flooring from reclaimed hardwoods, engineered woods, cork and marmoleum from Scotland (a natural linoleum made from linseed oil, cork, limestone, and tree rosin).  They also stock window blinds and handmade cabinets and some furniture by local craftsmen.  If you’re in process of building a home, I’d send the contractor in to look at their extensive library of products.  If you’re considering putting down new flooring come look at the variety of items on their own floor to get a sense of how they might look in yours. They are open Tuesday through Friday 10 to 6, Saturday 10 to 5 and Sunday 12 to 4.
Just a quick word about Arts Walk.  A special thanks to everyone who helped Furniture Works celebrate its 5th anniversary and congratulations to everyone who took the time to attend Arts Walk.  Art can make even the drabbest home more special and if that piece came from an Olympia artist, well, now you’re cooking with gas.  If you didn’t get a chance to attend, please visit some of the downtown stores this week.  Many of the artists will have left their work up to be seen and enjoyed.  Arts Walk is truly one of the special events of Olympia and a wonderful chance to see what gifted folks we have here in town. 

Got some questions about home furnishing or home care?  You can email them to me at ken@olyfurnitureworks.com.  I’d love to hear from you.

